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Fossil fuels reserves-to-production ratios at the end of 2010 (years)

Source: BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2011

There are over 860 billion tonnes of proven coal reserves 
worldwide. This means that there is enough coal to last 
us around 118 years at current rates of production. 
In comparison to this, proven oil and gas reserves 
are equivalent to around 46 and  59 years at current 
production levels.  Coal outlasts oil and gas combined.

An abundant energy source



Coal reserves only include what is considered economically recoverable at any given 
time, taking into account available mining technology and costs. Coal resources, on 
the other hand, include all potential coal deposits. Coal resources are around 17 times 
larger than coal reserves and account for over two thirds of all non-renewable energy 
sources, including conventional and non-conventional hydrocarbons, such as oil and 
gas. Coal is simply the world’s most abundant energy fuel.

Global share of energy resources at the end of 2009 (Exajoule = 1018 Joule) 

Source: German Federal Institute of Geosciences and Natural Resources 2010
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Estimated coal resources (Gigatonnes)

Source: German Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources, 2010
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Widely available and traded by many countries 

Location of the world’s main fossil fuel reserves (billion tonnes of oil equivalent)

Source: BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2011

Top Coal Exporters (Million tonnes), 2010 estimates

	 Total	 Steam	 Coking

Australia 298 143 155
Indonesia 162 160 2
Russia 109 95 14
USA 74 23 51
South Africa 70 68 2
Colombia 68 67 1
Canada 31 4 27

Source: IEA Coal Information 2011

Coal reserves are available in almost every country 
worldwide, with recoverable reserves in almost 80 
countries. Although the biggest reserves are in the USA, 
Russia, China and India, coal is actively mined in more 
than 70 countries. By contrast, Russia, Iran and Qatar 
control 53.2% of the world’s gas reserves and over 50% 
of the world’s oil reserves are located in the Middle East.

Most coal is consumed domestically and only 15% is 
traded internationally. In a number of countries coal is 

also the only domestically available energy fuel and its 
use is motivated by both economic and energy security 
considerations. This is the case in countries and regions 
such as Europe, China and India, where coal reserves are 
much higher than oil or gas reserves.

Most of the world’s coal exports originate from 
countries which are considered to be politically stable 
– a characteristic which reduces the risks of supply 
interruptions. 



The World Coal Association is a non-profit,  
non-governmental association
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For further information, please contact:

World Coal Association 
5th Floor
Heddon House 
149-151 Regent Street
London
W1B 4JD 
United Kingdom

t: +44 (0) 20 7851 0052
f: +44 (0) 20 7851 0061 
e: info@worldcoal.org 

www.worldcoal.org 

twitter.com/worldcoal 

www.youtube.com/worldcoal

Comments or suggestions are welcome and should be 
sent to info@worldcoal.org
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Membership is open to coal enterprises and 
stakeholders from anywhere in the world. The WCA 
has more than 40 members spread across the globe. 
Our membership includes many of the world’s largest 
coal producers and includes mining equipment 
manufacturers, national coal industry associations 
and coal research bodies. Member companies are 
represented at Chief Executive level. The WCA is the 
only international body working on behalf of the coal 
industry worldwide.

Objectives 
 
The coal industry, including both internationally  
traded and domestic coal, needs to present a united 
front to the challenges it faces this decade and  
beyond. The orthodoxy that views coal only as a  
CO2 emitter – without regard to its role in economic  
and social development, essential to electricity 
generation and steel manufacture – may be at a turning 
point. However, the industry needs to cooperate to 
ensure that this turning point occurs. For that reason, 
the WCA has adopted a forward looking strategy that 
aims to position:

• coal as a strategic resource that is widely recognised 
as essential for a modern quality of life, a key 
contributor to sustainable development, and an 
essential element in enhanced energy security; and

• the coal industry as a progressive industry  
that is recognised as committed to technological 
innovation and improved environmental outcomes 
within the context of a balanced and responsible 
energy mix.

The strategy can only be achieved with the commitment 
of leading coal producers and stakeholders.


